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John Archibold Dixon Swan was born in Glasgow, Scotland on 15th March 1952. He migrated to Australia with his 
family in 1961 and took up residence in Elizabeth, just on the outskirts of Adelaide. When his mother remarried in the 
mid-1960s, he was the only child to keep the surname of his biological father, who was an adept boxer. His younger 
brothers Jimmy and Alan Barnes took the surname of their mother.

Swanee started playing the drums at an early age and became entranced with Blues, Soul and Hard-Rock. He left 
school by the age of 13 to pursue a career in music. He joined his first professional band Happiness a year later. At the 
age of 17 he enlisted in the Australian Army, and was later discharged after two years of service.

In early 1974 he joined The James Wright Band as a drummer, and by the end of the year he joined the Adelaide band 
Fraternity as lead vocalist. His brother Jimmy Barnes joined the band and Swanee switched roles to drums, but even-
tually resumed his duties as lead vocalist after Jimmy Barnes left Fraternity to join Cold Chisel. During this time, 
Swanee played drums for Jim Keays' Southern Cross. In 1976 Swanee moved on and left both bands.

After he left Fraternity and Southern Cross, Swanee became the vocalist for Feather (Blackfeather) in 1977. The band 
recorded only one single with Swanee called "Girl Trouble" before he left in 1978 to establish himself as a solo artist.

In 1978 Swanee released his first solo single "Crazy Dreams". An album followed shortly after called "Into the Night". 
This album generated several other singles, but they were met with little commercial success.

In late 1981 his version of "If I Were A Carpenter" became a national hit, reaching No. 5. The single was a precursor to 
the 1982 album "This Time It's Different", which spawned the hit singles "Temporary Heartache" and "Lady What's 
Your Name", both of which propelled Swanee to national fame.

Swanee took advantage of this increased popularity by releasing three hit albums in succession: the live album Ready 
For Action (1983); the greatest hits albumDays Gone By (1984); and Bushido (1985). During this time Swanee featured 
in an advertising campaign for West End Drought, a South Australian beer. The brewer provided financial support to 
Swanee's tours and he in turn appeared in the company's TV commercials.

In 1985 Paul Christie of The Party Boys was considering a new front-man to replace Angry Anderson. The new singer 
needed to have, by his own admission, “the best Rock ‘n’ Roll voice in the country”. Swanee was asked and in 1987 he 
became the new lead vocalist for The Party Boys, a touring band with a floating membership that included Richard 
Clapton, Marc Hunter, Alan Lancaster and Joe Walsh, among others.

Swan's tenure with the band proved to be the group's most successful period. A cover of the John Kongos hit "He's 
Gonna Step On You Again" was a No. 1 hit, which was followed up by a version of Argent's "Hold Your Head Up" and 
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the song "Gloria", both of which became Top 10 hits. Both singles were from the band's self-titled album, which 
reached No. 18 in the country.

Swanee's deal with the band originally meant he would only stay long enough to record the album and complete a tour 
supporting it, but after being briefly replaced by Graham Bonnet, he returned to the Party Boys line-up, and stayed 
until 1989 before going solo again.

Swanee's career slowed down during the 1990s, releasing only two singles and the album "Heart & Soul" in 1997. 
Swanee was still touring extensively around the country when his hard-partying lifestyle finally caught up to him and 
was negatively affecting his health: "I wasn't getting better and the music was suffering. It wasn't up to standard". In 
2000 he made the decision to come off the road and become sober. Shortly afterwards he moved to Mt. Tambourine, 
Queensland, to fully concentrate on restoring his health and well-being.

In 2005 Swanee was contacted by producer Mark Moffatt to send some vocal tracks for songs he had written in Nash-
ville. The songs were sent back and forth on the internet, with Swanee sending some of his own songs to Mark: "I 
started off singing with an acoustic guitar and sending the songs to Mark. It was initially going to be an acoustic album 
but then it started to rock a bit too much as we settled into that Nashville groove."

The result of this process was the album "Have A Little Faith". Released in 2007 and under the name "John Swan", the 
album was recorded with Nashville's finest musicians who have played for Garth Brooks, John Fogerty, Shania Twain, 
Dolly Parton, Billy Joel, and many other top acts. The album is a reflection of his past troubles and his love for the Blues.

In 2009 Swanee worked with fellow artists Ray Burgess, Tommy Emmanuel, John St Peters and Marty Rhone on the 
single "Legends Of The Southern Land". The rock anthem was written by John St Peeters and Michael Yule to unite all 
Australians and to celebrate those who have made contributions to the Nation's greatness.

In 2014 Swanee released the album "One Day At A Time", an entirely original work in collaboration with Darren Mullan 
from the Adelaide Recording Studio and Tony Minniecon on the song "Rescue Me".

In 2017 Swanee was recognized for his work with various charitable organizations with the Order of Australia Medal 
(OAM). Later he teamed up with war veteran Rob Pickersgill to form the Warrior Music Project, which uses music to 
improve the lives of military veterans, police officers and first responders.

Swanee has remained one of Australia's best-known live acts for over half a century. He still has the same devotion to 
creating great music as when he was a young kid in Elizabeth, and continues recording and performing music for 
audiences across Australia and abroad.

Swanee is a Blue Pie Records USA artist and available at all leading digital retailers on the planet. Search "Swanee" or 
"John Swan" for more information.
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Official links

https://www.swaneemusic.com
https://www.facebook.com/swanee01/
https://www.instagram.com/swanee_official_/
https://twitter.com/swanee01
https://open.spotify.com/artist/5IukvMjujEz3crLaC6SW1T?si=u6dcm_cxSe20EzcAxX5S7Q
https://soundcloud.com/swaneeofficial
https://www.reverbnation.com/johnswan
https://www.bandsintown.com/a/469810-swanee
https://www.youtube.com/@SwaneeFansOfficial


: 1985

: John Swan Music
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: Say You Will Do Something

: Rock

: Bushido

: Rock

: 1985

: John Swan Music

: This Time It’s Different

: Rock

: 1982

: John Swan Music

: Into The Night

: Rock

: 1980

: John Swan Music

: Days Gone By

: Rock

: 1984

: John Swan Music

: Ready For Action (Live In The Snow)

: Rock

: 1983

: John Swan Music



: Have A Little Faith - Acoustic

: Rock

: 2007

: John Swan Music

: Heart & Soul

: Rock

: 1997

: John Swan Music

: 2014

: John Swan Music

: One Day At A Time

: Rock

: If I Were A Carpenter

: Rock

: 2010

: John Swan Music

: Lady Lady

: Rock

: 2010

: John Swan Music

: Have A Little Faith

: Rock

: 2007

: John Swan Music
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: Greatest Hits

: Rock

: 2021

: John Swan Music

: Temporary Heartache (Live with the Hscc)

: Rock

: 2018

: John Swan Music

: Lady What’s Your Name (Live)

: Rock

: 2014

: John Swan Music

: Samantha / Ginny

: Rock

: 2020

: John Swan Music

: Hymn (Ft. Craig Fraser)

: Rock

: 2019

: John Swan Music
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Tours & Live Shows

Date Event Venue/Country

December 25th 2019
November 30th 2019
November 17th 2019
November 14th 2019
October 19th 2019
June 15th 2019
June 8th 2019
May 25th 2019
March 3rd 2019
February 10th 2019
November 10th 2018
October 13th 2018
October 2nd 2018
August 19th 2018
July 12th 2018
May 31st 2018
April 7th 2018
March 4th 2018
February 3rd 2018
January 26th 2018

Cavanbah Centre, Australia
Coramba Hotel, Australia
Secrets By The Sea, Australia
Hyde Park Tavern, Australia
Queanbeyan Showground, Australia
The Shoppingtown Hotel, Australia
The Bridge Hotel, Australia
Sandstone Point Hotel, Australia
Highland Heritage Estate, Australia
Great Eastern Hotel, Australia
Murrumbidgee Turf Club, Australia
Goulburn Workers Arena, Australia
Nicolinis On The Bay, Australia
Kingsford Hotel, Australia
The Larg Piers Hotel, Australia
Hyde Park Tavern, Australia
The Star Gold Coast, Australia
North Ryde RSL, Australia
The Wyong Rugby League Club, Australia
BaZaar Bar & Bistro, Australia

Orphans Christmas Luncheon
Bushfire Brigade Fundraiser
Secrets By The Sea
Up Close & Personal
Tour Of Duty Rock Concert
Hot Fest II Melbourne 2019
Hot Fest II Sydney 2019
Mix FM Live 2019
I Am Worth More
John Swan And Special Guest
MTC Rock At The Races
Classic Hits Live
An Evening With An Australian Music Legend
Swanee Live Kingsford
Swanee At The Larg Piers Hotel
Swanee At Hyde Park Tavern
Gold FM Live
Up Close & Personal
Come Together For The Osbourne's Benefit Concert
Rockfest Australia Day 2018
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Videos

Swanee - One Day At A Time Album 
Promo

Swanee - Sail Away (Music Video)

Wrokdown - John Swan

John Swan performing 'Stand By Me' Live 
at The Palais
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Swanee - Lady What's Your Name

'Fallen Angel' by Swanee

Swanee Performing 'Motor Down 
Tonight'

Swanee - Blood Is Thicker (Music Video)

Swanee Performs "Hold Your Head Up" at 
Dundas Sports & Recreation Club

Swanee - Rescue Me

Swanee's Live Performance 'If I Were A 
Carpenter'

Swanee - He's Gonna Step On You Again

John Swan - If I Were A Carpenter # 2

Swanee - No One Takes Me Serious

Swanee - Say You'll Do Something 
(Music Video)

Swanee - Crazy Dreams (Music Video)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25MwmhvHSZY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sMEU0TApyb4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-kkMytCT92w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWjIVWaNg-c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HYuGHAUASsQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDnr8xoHUK4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=auo2m26w8_o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WiRjtB5BCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZyqdV7F8PIw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hMaO-E2k3Qg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EZ2l2rXvek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7MohraN7xM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gzoUJOp-NMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CbPSV8kG58M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=brTp483Axkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7a381BuaQmM
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Contact

Record Label

John Swan Music
C/O Blue Pie Records USA
Clarence House
Unit 6 No 9 Clarence Street
Moss Vale NSW
Australia
p: +61 (0) 2 9310 0155
f: +61 (0) 2 9310 0155
e: bookings@swaneemusic.com
w: www.swaneemusic.com

Record Label

Blue Pie Records USA
Clarence House
Unit 6 No 9 Clarence Street
Moss Vale, NSW 2577
Australia 
P: +612 9310 0155
F: +612 9310 0166
E: sales@bluepie.com.au
W: www.bluepierecords.com




